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reckons himself justified in deceiving the enemies of the Church, because of the great good which may thereby be accomplished.
But with all its defects and mistakes, the conscience is indestructible, quite as much so as the understanding is, In children and in savages, it has to occupy itself with very insignificant objects ; but still it is seen working, and it is capable of being developed by an increase of intelligence. Criminals have resisted it, and so blunted it, but at times it will deal its blows upon them with tremendous force. Deceived and silent as to certain deeds of wickedness, it will show, itself alive and awake as to others. We have cases of robbers committing murder with little or no compunction, but greatly distressed by the neglect to perform certain superstitious rites which they regard as binding on them. On the other hand, there are men very honest in their transactions with one another, btifc wlio do not seem to be humbled or distressed by the neglect of the duties which they owe to God.
It seems to me that conscience is of the very nature, personality, and identity of the soul. Deprive any one of his power of discerning good and evil, of distinguishing between cruelty and benevolence, candor and deceit, purity and impurity, and you have so far stripped him of Ms humanity quite as much as if you had shorn him of the power of distinguishing between truth and error.
The question arises, What is the moral norm which, seated down in the depth of onr nature, never changes ? It may be difficult to express this accurately, owing to the mixing up of other things with our moral judgments and sentiments. But we perceive that there are certain acts which call the moral discernment into exercise. Thus we approve of disinterested love, and regard the affection of a mother for her boy as a virtue. But there are cases